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Public Education and the State Budget February Meeting Topic 
 
Education is one of the ongoing issues of the League.  In the recent past, we have seen class size grow, programs 
and field trips cut, and supplies that were once provided are no longer readily available. There have been 
reductions in staff including custodians, nurses, librarians and others.   
 
Our own Terri Stanton will be our speaker at the February general meeting on Wednesday, February 16.  
Please note that this meeting will be a luncheon at the Guild House, 1905 18th Street. The meeting begins at 
11:30 am.  Terri will discuss the financial situation facing schools in California.  In preparation for this event, she 
will meet with the Kern County Superintendent of School’s Sacramento lobbyist to get the latest information on 
education budget proposals. 
 
Terri worked for 30 yeas as a teacher and administrator in California.  She taught Spanish, French, history and 
English. During her tenure at South High, she was Chair of the English Department, Facilitator for Gifted and 
Advanced Placement programs, Director of Project 2000, and Assistant Principal for South High.  Prior to her 
retirement, Terri served as Director of Instruction for the Kern High School District, the largest high school district 
in the state.  Terri has served on the Board of the California Association for Gifted Education and on the Board 
of the California Teachers of English.  
 
Please join us for this informative February general meeting. The cost is $16.  Space is limited at the Guild 
House, so please make your reservation by calling the League Line, 634-3773, or sending an e-mail to Patti 
Jepsen,  patti.jepsen.ak8b@statefarm.com by noon Monday, February 14. --Lynne Rosenstein 
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               President’s Message 

 
Leagues across the state start the New Year planning for the state convention, conducting Program Planning 
Meetings, determining the legislative priorities, and scheduling legislative Interviews in their communities.  This is 
an exciting time for California Leagues to meet with members and legislators and to learn about the top state 
and local issues.   I would like to share with you how Kern County League’s Program Planning Meeting went last 
month, the importance of legislative interviews, and encourage you to attend the state convention in Ventura.   
 
It was a success!  The Kern County League appreciates your participation in the Program Planning Meeting last 
month.  As you learned in the last newsletter, this meeting was an opportunity for members to review state and 
local positions and recommend the top issues where the League should focus its time, talent, and resources.  We 
started the evening enjoying a full-course meal catered by Catering Affairs.  League speakers passionately 
rallied the audience sharing information on the top five issues (from the Priority Surveys returned). At the end of 
the meeting, members voted to determine the top three.  Here are the speakers, issues they presented, and the 
voting results of the top three indicated in bold italic print:  

 
Dee Whitley  Terri Stanton  Lois Watson  

Campaign Finance        12 Education (includes          
community college and K-12) Water                          8    

Constitution                 18 18 Prison Reform               8 
 

Thank you to all the speakers and committee members for working so hard to put on a great meeting.  

                         
Diane Williams at Program Planning Meeting    Dee Whitley, Terri Stanton, Lois Watson, Lynne Rosenstein, 
        Patti Ashby, Program Planning Committee/Speakers 

 
What happens next?  League members vote at the state convention.  If you want to experience grassroots in 
action, attend the state convention in Ventura on May 13-15, 2011!  Members from over seventy-five Leagues 
will meet in Ventura to caucus, network, attend learning workshops, meet top-notch guest speakers, vote on 
program, and elect new officers.  For more information on convention and how you can reserve your spot visit 
www.lwvc.org.  (Continued on next page.) 
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(President’s Message continued from p.2) 
Legislative interviews are another important step for Leagues to get a pulse to determine the legislative climate 
in Sacramento this year.  Members meet with legislators to have them share their priorities with us and to learn 
about League positions and priorities.  Many new Senators and Assembly members were sworn in this year.  This 
will be a critical time for League to build new relationships and gain information useful in planning our activities.  
If you are interested in participating in one of these interviews, please contact the Kern County League line at 
661 634-3773.   
 
Save the date!  Learn how the 2011 California budget will impact education on February 16th at 11:30 am at 
the Guild House in Bakersfield.  School districts are facing an 18% deficit factor.  They will expect about $1400 
less per student each year, learn more.  See article on p. 1.   Space is limited!  Make your reservations soon by 
calling 661 634-3773.    

 
 
 

                    Fran Florez to Speak on High Speed Rail at March Meeting 

 
Prominent in the news has been information about the California high-speed rail.  What is really happening with 
that project and how will it affect greater Bakersfield?   
 
We are fortunate to have Fran Florez as our speaker on Wednesday, March 16.  The dinner meeting is 
scheduled for 5:45 pm at the Petroleum Club, 5060 California Avenue.  Fran is a board member of the 
California High Speed Rail Authority, the state agency responsible for planning, building and operating a high-
speed train system for the State of California.  Elected to the Shafter City Council in 1996, 2000, and 2004, 
Fran served two terms as Mayor and Mayor Pro Tem. In addition, she is past chair of the Community 
Development Agency and Joint Powers Authority for the City of Shafter. 
 
Fran is active in the community serving as Past President of the Shafter Chamber of Commerce and the Kern 
County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce.  Retiring after 35 years in the banking industry, Fran continued to work 
in the community as the liaison for PG&E’s Contribution Program for Kern County and as a business development 
consultant for Mission Bank.  She serves on the Bakersfield College Foundation Board.  In 2005, Fran chaired the 
High Speed Rail Authority and also vice-chaired in 2003, 2007 and 2008.  A busy and dedicated woman, Fran 
also was Vice President of the Kern County Association of Cities, Vice Chair of the Kern Council of Governments 
and a member of the San Joaquin Valley Regional Policy Council.  
 
Fran has earned recognition for her work on the Shafter City Council, received the Distinguished Leadership 
Award for Public Service from the Kern Council of Governments and was honored with the Woman of the Year 
award from the Democratic Central Committee of Kern County. 
 
Please make your dinner reservation by calling the League Line, 634-3773, or sending an e-mail to Patti Jepsen, 
patti.jepsen.ak8b@statefarm.com by noon Monday, March 14.  Cost of the dinner is $22. Members and guests 
are always welcome to attend only the program which begins at approximately 6:45. –Lynne Rosenstein 
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Board Approves Funding For High Speed Rail 

 

 
 
A decision by the California High-Speed Rail Authority was made to begin construction with plans for the system 
to connect Los Angeles to the Bay Area through the heart of the Central Valley. Construction will begin on a 65 
mile stretch of track starting north of Fresno near Madera and will include two new stations, one in downtown 
Fresno and the other east of Hanford. 
 
In order to take advantage of $616 million in new federal funding, the board also voted unanimously to commit 
state matching funds to extend construction of the initial Central Valley stretch south to Bakersfield. The new 
federal funds were redistributed from other states that returned federal high-speed rail support.   Coupled with 
the state matching dollars, the total available funds to begin construction will be $5.5 billion.  The Central Valley 
was targeted to receive the funding due largely to the high rate of unemployment. – Patti Ashby 
 

 

 

 

First California Redistricting Committee Update 
 

Chris Carson, Redistricting Program Director, LWVCA, writes to us that the Redistricting Commission is hard at 
work.  After the census data arrives around April 1, 2011, the Commission will take the data, criteria, and public 
input and draw a set of maps.  Then after more public comment and hearings, the Commission will make 
whatever adjustments the Commission feels are appropriate.  Final maps are to be drawn by July 31, 2011. 
Local League members are encouraged to join an Observer Corps/Media Watch and attend public meetings if 
scheduled in your local area.  State League has developed materials to use in this area.  It is a place where 
League can make a difference and partnering with other community groups is encouraged. Observer Corps 
materials can be adopted for local districts. – Dee Whitley 
 
 

 

 

Legislative Visits Next up for Voter Education 
 
It’s January and time to schedule Legislative Visits.  Building relationships with our representatives is a core value 
of LWVKC.  Since our last election, there are several new faces to get to know.  Appointments are currently 
being scheduled with staffers, and the times will be announced as they are set.  Usually 2 or more LWVKC 
members visit a legislator.  Meetings are during business hours.  To volunteer to meet with our elected 
representatives, contact Michelle Turner; 661.331.9775 or at mmt57@pacbell.net – Michelle Turner 
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Federal Health Care Reform:  What Does It Mean? 
 
Everyone is unhappy about health care, particularly health care costs.  But, not everyone realizes that a national 
health care reform bill is law, or what is in it. Research shows that many Americans don’t even know that a reform 
bill has passed. Start by informing yourself about what is—and is not—in the bill, and then make it a point to 
talk to your friends and neighbors. 
 
Some of what is included in the landmark Affordable Care Act: 
• a guarantee that insurance companies can no longer discriminate based on pre-existing conditions 
• an end to lifetime caps 
• a requirement that insurance companies can no longer can drop people when they get sick. 
 
In addition, the bill: 
• gives tax credits to small businesses for providing coverage for employees 
• requires insurers to cover preventive care at no cost. 
 
There is misinformation being circulated about the bill’s effects on Medicare. Don’t let the naysayers scare 
seniors! 
• Medicare is actually being improved and strengthened. 
• The Affordable Care Act attacks waste and fraud. 
• The bill adds benefits for those on Medicare: 

o helps seniors stay in their homes 
o bans discrimination based on pre-existing conditions 
o provides preventive care with no co-pays. 

 
Yes, there are taxes—but only for those with incomes over $200,000-$250,000. These taxes will provide for 
the largest investment in the health care workforce ever made. There is a huge need for primary health care 
providers, and the Affordable Care Act will help fill the gap by investing in education, training, and providing 
incentives for these desperately needed caregivers. 
 
Finally, for those who advocate repealing the act: this is an even more costly choice than enacting it!  Repealing 
the act would cost an estimated $455 billion. 
 
What about California? 
California is on the forefront of federal health care reform. This fall, the governor signed two bills creating the 
California Health Benefit Exchange. There are a number of challenges on the road to an operational exchange 
by 2014.  The League will be active both in advocacy and community education. If you are interested in working 
on this issue, contact Helen Hutchison, hhutchison@lwvc.org. Sign up for action alerts on the LWVC Web site. Go 
to lwvc.org and click on “Sign up for E-News” at the upper left. On the sign-up page, choose “Action Alerts.” 
 
Do you want to know more? Here are sites where you can find good information: 
http://www.healthcare.gov/law/introduction/index.html 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/healthreform/healthcare-overview 
http://www.chcf.org/health-policy-office    - Michelle Turner 
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10 Things Every American Should Know About Health Care Reform 

 

1. Once reform is fully implemented, over 95% of Americans will have health insurance coverage, including 
32 million who are currently uninsured.2 

2. Health insurance companies will no longer be allowed to deny people coverage because of preexisting 
conditions—or to drop coverage when people become sick.3 

3. Just like members of Congress, individuals and small businesses who can't afford to purchase insurance on their 
own will be able to pool together and choose from a variety of competing plans with lower premiums.4 

4. Reform will cut the federal budget deficit by $138 billion over the next ten years, and a whopping $1.2 
trillion in the following ten years.5 

5. Health care will be more affordable for families and small businesses thanks to new tax credits, subsidies, 
and other assistance—paid for largely by taxing insurance companies, drug companies, and the very wealthiest 
Americans.6 

6. Seniors on Medicare will pay less for their prescription drugs because the legislation closes the "donut hole" 
gap in existing coverage.7 

7. By reducing health care costs for employers, reform will create or save more than 2.5 million jobs over the 
next decade.8 

8. Medicaid will be expanded to offer health insurance coverage to an additional 16 million low-income 
people.9 

9. Instead of losing coverage after they leave home or graduate from college, young adults will be able to 
remain on their families' insurance plans until age 26.10 

10. Community health centers would receive an additional $11 billion, doubling the number of patients who 
can be treated regardless of their insurance or ability to pay.11 

To share this list with your friends using Facebook or Twitter, visit: 

http://pol.moveon.org/healthcare/tenthings/?id=19501-3372028-OaU5VSx   -Michelle Turner        

 
 

Want To Be A Part of High School Voter Registration? 

 
Volunteer to be a part of student-voter registration for 2011.  Now that LWVKC has established relationships 
with these schools, the plan is to make High School Voter Registration a Signature Event.  
Contact Michelle Turner to be on the Registration-Team; 661-331-9755 or mmt57@pacbell.net. Dates will be 
posted as arrangements are made with the schools. – Michelle Turner 
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Reflections on December League Meeting 
 
Janis Hirohama, President of California League of Women Voters, was the guest speaker at the December 
general meeting.  A gifted and personable speaker, she spoke about her initial involvement, path to the 
presidency, and importance of the League.  Janis and Diane are in the first picture.  
 
In addition to our varying programs, the monthly general meetings are a great opportunity to meet and socialize 
with interesting, intelligent fellow members.  You never know.  You also might be the lucky winner of the monthly 
mystery box! – Pam Baugher 
 

        
 

        
 
 

        
 
League members seen enjoying December meeting.  Come join us at the February 14 Guild House lunch meeting! 
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LWVUS Recognizes Local Leagues Efforts 

2010 High School Voter Registration Project 
The High School Voter Registration Project was a national effort to encourage young people--especially young 
minorities--to register to vote. This project targeted 100 high schools nationwide, and 20 of those schools were in 
Kern County. 
It was also a research experiment to measure the effectiveness of various voter registration strategies in schools. 
After submitting results of the 8 schools and over 800 students registered last spring in Kern County, our League 
received the second installment of grant funding, bringing the amount to our local League to $3,600. 
 – Michelle Turner 

 

KCLWV Welcomes New Members 

Lois Watson, membership, is pleased to announce the names of new members to our local league.  Please 
add these names to your membership booklet. 

Dr. Michelle S. Quiogue   Anna Poggi 

2460 Pine St.   Danny Howerton 

Bakersfield, CA 93301   1525 First St. 

   Wasco, CA 93230 

323.356.7530   661.758.2247 

Michellequiogue@hotmail.com   APOGGI@BAK.RR.COM 

dhowie43@lightspeed.net  

Do you know someone who “has everything”, and you just don’t know what to get that person for their 
birthday, anniversary, etc.?  Give a membership in the League! 

 

League of Women Voters of Kern County 

PO Box 132 
Bakersfield, CA 93302 

League Line (661) 634-3773 
e-mail diane.williams.cht5@statefarm.com 

Diane Williams, President 

Michelle Turner, 1st Vice President 

Lynne Rosenstein, 2nd Vice President 

Margo Perry, Secretary 

Patti Jepsen Treasurer 

Pam Baugher, Voter Editor 

Directors 

  Lois Watson           Patti Ashby 

        Irene Heath                Tracey LaMonica 

The LWVKC in both its values and practices affirms its belief in the commitment to diversity and pluralism. Voting 
membership is open to all citizens of voting age (18 years); associate membership is open to non-citizens and citizens 

under the age of 18. Our activities in the community are open to everyone.  
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League of Women Voters of Kern County 
PO Box 132 
Bakersfield, CA 93302 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 16 
Lunch Meeting 
At Guild House 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calendar 

 
February 8—Tuesday, 6:30 pm.  LWVKC Board meeting, Merced Center, 2000 “K” St., Rm. TBA. 
 

February 16—Wednesday, 11:30 am, LUNCH general meeting.  Terri Stanton speaking on Education & the State Budget.  
Lunch is $16.  Guild House, 1905-18th St.  Reservations due by noon Feb. 14. 
 

March 8---. Tuesday, 6:30 pm.  LWVKC Board meeting, Merced Center, 2000 “K” St., Rm. TBA. 
 
March 16—Wednesday, 5:45 pm.  General meeting.  Fran Florez speaking on the high speed rail project. Dinner is $22. 
Petroleum Club, 5060 California Avenue. No cost for attendance at program only.  Reservations due by noon March 14. 
 

April 5— Tuesday, 6:30 pm.  LWVKC Board meeting, Merced Center, 2000 “K” St., Rm. TBA. 
 
April -   General meeting – TBA 
 
Reminder: General meetings are usually on the third Wednesday of the month.  If you need transportation to a meeting, 
please leave that message on the League Line. 
 
Reservations are required for dinner and luncheon meetings and special events. Please call the League Line, 634-3773, by 

Monday noon prior to the Wednesday event. No charge for attendance at program only. Thank you. 


