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 Annual Meeting, May 25,  Dianne Hardisty Keynote Speaker 
 
The May 25 Annual Meeting will feature keynote speaker Dianne Hardisty.  An award-winning journalist, Dianne 
worked for two decades as the editorial page editor of the Bakersfield Californian.  She will discuss the 
responsibility of the press in shaping public opinion.   

 

Dianne Hardisty is a veteran California government, environment and business reporter and editor.   Presently, 
she is a freelance writer and an associate with the Bakersfield-based consulting firm South Valley Solutions. At 
S.V.S., she helps individuals, non-profit organizations and businesses translate sometimes complicated programs 
and concepts into “plain speak” news and opinion articles for publication in newspapers and specialty and trade 
publications. She is a business/commentary correspondent for Examiner.Com;  serves on the board of the Maddy 
Institute, a public policy forum established at Fresno State University in honor of the late state Sen. Ken Maddy;  
and on the advisory board of the Levan Institute for Lifelong Learning at Bakersfield College.  Her writings also 
can be found on www.diannehardisty.com. 

 

Another highlight of the annual meeting will be the presentation of the Citizen Award to an individual who has 
made outstanding contributions to the community.  Election of officers and directors and the adoption of the 
2011-2012 budget are on the agenda, as well.  This meeting will set the direction for the following year as 
members select the issues of emphasis both locally and state-wide.  The Annual Meeting packet is included in this 
Voter (separate attachment for email recipients).  Please review it and bring it to the meeting with you.   

 

Held at the Petroleum Club, the meeting begins at 5:45 pm.  Cost of the dinner is $22.  As always, members may 
attend just the meeting at 6:30 at no cost.  Please RSVP to the League Line at 634-3773 or e-mail your 
reservation to Patti Jepsen: patti.jepsen.ak8b@statefarm.com  no later than noon Mon., 5/23.- Lynne Rosenstein 
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Kern County Voter 
 
 

               President’s Message 
 
The Annual Meeting is one of the high points of the year!  This is the time to celebrate accomplishments and 
recognize individuals and community leaders.    Membership participation is the key to a successful annual 
meeting which is scheduled on May 25, 5:45 pm at the Petroleum Club.  You will be asked to vote on the 
proposed budget, program, and elect new officers and directors for the next two years.   We will also 
recognize a community leader who has made a significant impact in our community for the Democracy Award.  
Our keynote speaker, Diane Hardesty, former Bakersfield Californian editor will share historic Kern County events 
during her role as editor.  See the calendar inside for reservation information.  
 
Did you make your reservations for convention?  As I mentioned in the last newsletter, the Ventura League will 
host the next state convention during the weekend of May 13.  .   Register today at www.lwvc.org.   
 
We reached a milestone!  This year marks the 100th anniversary of California women earning the right to vote!  
California joined this national suffragist movement tirelessly traveling across the state rallying and inspiring 
women to join the fight. On October 10, 1911, California became the sixth state to grant women the right to 
vote.    
 
Kern County will join Leagues across the state to celebrate this historic milestone by holding an event on Women’s 
Equality Day on August 18.  More to come on this event in the next newsletter.  
 
Thank you for your membership and bring a friend to the next meeting!   

 
 

Smart Voter 

 

The signature program of the LWVC Education Fund is www.SmartVoter.org. This unique public service provides 
free web space to all California candidates, which helps candidates inform voters about their qualifications and 
positions – and it provides a free Web site for voters, with well organized information on candidates and ballot 
measures. 
 
Funding for SmartVoter.org does not come from your member dues (PMP paid to the LWVC). SmartVoter.org  
relies on financial support from county registrars and city clerks as well as donations from local Leagues and 
individuals. Can you help continue Smart Voter’s important service with a personal donation? You may make a 
tax deductible contribution online at http://www.cavotes.org/about/donate  (under special instructions, please 
write SmartVoter) or send a check (with a note designating the contribution for SmartVoter) to the LWVC 
Education Fund, 1107 9th Street, Suite 300, Sacramento CA 95814. 
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April 20 Meeting – What Does Your Vote Cost? 
 

What does it cost the County of Kern to produce an election?  What is involved in preparing for an election, and 
what is required in tallying votes?  How many citizens vote by mail?  What is the percentage of provisional votes 
cast and how many of them are accepted? How do provisional votes slow up the process of tallying?  What 
happened to the wide spread use of electronic voting machines? 
 
These and other questions will be addresses by Karen Rhea, Chief Deputy County Clerk and Registrar of Voters 
for Kern County at the League’s April 20 general meeting.   
 
Appointed to her position in 2008, Karen Rhea is a Certified Elections/Registration  Administrator (CERA) and a 
California Professional Elections Administrator (CalPEAC).  She serves on the Voters with Specific Needs, Help 
America Vote Act and SB90 subcommittees for the California Association of Clerks and Elections Officials.  
 
Ms. Rhea began her career in elections in the private sector in 1989 accepting a temporary summer position with 
an election vendor.   Her love of the election process quickly developed and ended her plans to become a 
teacher.  She has devoted her career in elections to utilizing her knowledge of election law in the development of 
process efficiencies.  
 
The dinner meeting at the Petroleum Club, 5060 California Avenue, begins at 5:45 pm.  Reservations are 
required.  Please call the League Line, 634-3773, or e-mail patti.jepsen.ak8b@statefarm.com.  Cost of the 
dinner is $22.  Members and guests are welcome to attend the program only which will begin at approximately 
6:30.—Lynne Rosenstein 

 

 
 
California:  100 Years of Women Voting 

This year, the League of Women Voters of California celebrates the 100 year anniversary of women winning the 
right to vote in California. We salute California suffragists like Helen Valeska Bary (1888-1973) who worked 
tirelessly to educate voters about the suffrage campaign.  
 
The League was formed to prepare women to vote. Today, ensuring Californians are active and informed voters 
is central to our mission. You know that our government, partners and key funders are facing serious financial 
difficulties. Given the challenges facing our state, what will happen if the League can’t respond? 
 
Help us carry on the League mission for the next 100 years. We challenge you to donate more than you ever 
have before. Make your donation to the League of Women Voters of California today in honor of 100 years of 

women voting in California at: ca.lwv.org. 
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KCLWV New Members’ Luncheon 
Margaret Siemens, Dr. Michelle S. Quiogue, Anna Poggi, and Danny Howerton attended the new members’ 
luncheon at the Country Rose on Saturday, March 26.  They were joined by President Diane Williams, Lois 
Watson, Patti Jepsen, Irene Heath, and Pam Baugher.  All enjoyed the opportunity to get to know each other. 

Please encourage others who have an interest in community, state, and national affairs to join the KCLWV. 

Do you know someone who “has everything”, and you just don’t know what to get that person for their birthday, 
anniversary, etc.?  Give a membership in the League! 

 
 

 
 
 

Redistricting Update 

Redistricting in California remains a League priority as the redistricting process unfolds in California. Census 
data will be released very soon. The Citizens Redistricting Commission has been hiring staff and soon will be 
contracting with technical line-drawing experts and attorneys versed in the Voting Rights Act. They are planning 
to hold hearings around the state where Californians will describe the communities they believe should be kept 
intact as district lines are drawn. You can follow the progress of the commission’s work and learn more about 
public input for the redistricting process at Cavotes.org.  
 
To enhance our education and outreach LWVCEF joins the national League project, Redistricting: Shining a Light. 
This project seeks to raise awareness and promote transparency in the redistricting process on state and local 
levels. The LWVC will support events and forums by local Leagues throughout the state with grants to explain 
the new California redistricting process and the work of the Citizens Redistricting Commission. Look for details 
on the LWVC members only Web site.  
 
League observers have been watching and reporting on the meetings of the Citizens Redistricting Commission in 
Sacramento and Claremont. You can follow the work of the commission and read the League observers’ reports 
on Cavotes.org. Want to be part of the redistricting process? Sign up to be a League observer. Free training is 

available through our training webinar, April 5 at 7:00 p.m. Questions? Contact us at: redistricting@lwvc.org. 

 

 
California State Budget:  Waiting for the Election 

Time is running short for an important step toward a balanced California budget. The League of Women Voters of 
California supports a balanced approach to dealing with the state’s dire fiscal situation. To bring our fiscal system 
back to health, both increased revenues and spending cuts will be needed. The League urges the Legislature to 
place a measure on a special election ballot to extend current taxes that will otherwise expire soon. As of the 

writing of this edition, the special election has not been authorized. 

4 



Kern County Voter 
 

LWVC Convention Speakers & Workshops Appeal to Members & 
Non-members Alike 

Taking place Thursday, May 12 through Sunday, May 15 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, on the 
beach in Ventura, the 2011 Convention will feature: 
 

Luncheon speakers 

• Beverly Merrill Kelley, Ph.D., talking about the 100th anniversary of women’s suffrage in 

California on Friday  

• District 33 Assemblyman Katcho Achadjian speaking Saturday about his work to keep civility in politics  

A variety of workshop presentations, including 

• Thursday: “The 2012 Project” to educate women on the impact they can have as public officials, inspire 
them to run, and connect them with resources needed if they decide to take that step  

• Friday: “After Citizens United, Is Local Campaign Finance Reform Possible.” Can local Leagues continue to 

fight for clean elections and fair campaign financing?  

• Saturday: “Sustainable Communities Strategies—SB 375.” What will the local impacts be of this legislation 
designed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by way of changes to land use and transportation 
development patterns?  
Get all the details by visiting the Convention Blog (www1/gotomeeting.com/register/906661753) and join 

us on the beach in Ventura!  

 

League of Women Voters of Kern County 

PO Box 132 
Bakersfield, CA 93302 

League Line (661) 634-3773 
e-mail diane.williams.cht5@statefarm.com 

Diane Williams, President 
Michelle Turner, 1st Vice President 

Lynne Rosenstein, 2nd Vice President 
Margo Perry, Secretary 
Patti Jepsen Treasurer 

Pam Baugher, Voter Editor 

Directors 

  Lois Watson           Patti Ashby 

        Irene Heath       Terri Stanton         Tracey LaMonica 

The LWVKC in both its values and practices affirms its belief in the commitment to diversity and pluralism. Voting 
membership is open to all citizens of voting age (18 years); associate membership is open to non-citizens and citizens under 

the age of 18. Our activities in the community are open to everyone.  
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Constitutional Reform 

 
Select Committees on Improving State Government have been appointed by both houses of the Legislature and 

are holding a series of informational hearings around the state. Read the League’s testimony 

(http://ca.lwv.org/lwvc/action/letters/2009-11-12_initiative_reform.pdf) on reform of the initiative process at a 

hearing in Oakland on November 12, 2009. 

The LWVC highlighted problems with California’s governance and made suggestions for reform in a statement to a 

joint legislative committee hearing about constitutional and budget reform on August 18. Watch a video of the 

hearing at:  www.calchannel.com/channel/sr1/constitutional%20reform. 

A number of groups are seeking change in California’s constitution. Visit these Web sites to learn about the various 

methods they recommend and the subjects they propose to tackle. While we have not endorsed any particular 

route to reform, we believe it is important to participate in the public discussion.  

• Repair California http://www.repaircalifornia.org/ is a coalition advocating a constitutional convention.  

• California Forward http://www.caforward.org/ has proposals for reforming the state’s budget and fiscal 

systems and the relationship between state and local government. 

• Center for Governmental Studies http://cgs.org  publishes research and analyses of governance issues. 

See their article on the pros and cons of a constitutional convention. 

• Cities, Counties and Schools Partnership www.ccspartnership.org/default.cfm held a summit on Rebuilding 

California: From the Ground Up . Read their resource materials and summary report. 

• The state legislature has announced select committees to look for ways to make state government more 

effective. 

The advantages and drawbacks of various paths to reform will be examined at Getting to Reform: Avenues for 

Constitutional Change in California, a daylong, free conference to be held in Sacramento October 14. 

 
 

Please mark your calendar for May 25,, 5:45pm   
Annual Meeting at the Petroleum Club.  Your vote is 
Important! 
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League of Women Voters of Kern County 
PO Box 132 
Bakersfield, CA 93302 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ANNUAL MEETING May 25 
Vote for new KCLWV Board 

Petroleum Club 5:45 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calendar 
 
April 12—Tuesday, 6:30 pm.  LWVKC Board meeting, Merced Center, 2000 “K” St., Rm. TBA. 
 
April 20—Wednesday, 5:45 pm.  Karen Rhea, Chief Deputy County Clerk and Registrar of Voters for Kern County, 
speaking on elections.   Dinner is $22. Petroleum Club, 5060 California Avenue. No cost for attendance at program only.  
Reservations due by noon, April 18. 
 
May10---. Tuesday, 6:30 pm.  LWVKC Board meeting, Merced Center, 2000 “K” St., Rm. TBA. 
 
May 25—Wednesday, 5:45 pm.  General ANNUAL meeting.  Officer elections.  Dianne Hardisty speaking on the press and 
public opinion.  Dinner is $22. Petroleum Club, 5060 California Avenue. No cost for attendance at program only.  
Reservations due by noon May 23. 
 
August 18 -    – Women’s Equality Day event - TBA 
 
Reminder: General meetings are usually on the third Wednesday of the month.  If you need transportation to a meeting, 
please leave that message on the League Line. 
 
Reservations are required for dinner and luncheon meetings and special events. Please call the League Line, 634-3773, by 
Monday noon prior to the Wednesday event. No charge for attendance at program only. Thank you. 
 



 


